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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 


Thomas  Lamb  Scott? 


L.R.C.P.j  M.R.C.8.?  Medical  Officer  of 
He 1th. 


Henry  Richard  Day? 


Reginald  Albert  Smith? 


Alan  Harwood  Knape ? 


(joined  H.M. Forces 
in  June  1940) 


John  Harry  Ellis? 


Joseph  Stower? 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

Certificate  of  R.S.I.  for  Inspectors  of 
Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Fellow  of  Sanitary  Inspectors  Association. 

District  Sanitary  Inspector  & Housing 
Maintenance  Officer. 

Certificate  of  the  R.S.I.  & S.I.E.  Joint 
Board  for  Sanitary... Inspectors. 

Certificate  of  R.S.I.  for  Inspectors  of 
Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

District  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  R.S.I,.  & S.I.E.  Joint 
Board  for  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Certificate  of  R.S.I.  for  Inspectors  of 
Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Hon.  Certificate  Hygiene?  granted  by  the 
Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health  and 
Hygiene. 

B . Sc .Economics ? University  of  London. 

Certificate  in  Practical  Sanitary  Science 
and  Building  Construction  (Battersea 
Polytechnic) . 

District  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  the  R.S.I.  & S.I.E.  Joint 
Board  for  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Certificate  of  R.S.I.  for  Inspectors  of 
Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH,  1940. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  & MEMBERS  OF  THE 

AXBRIDGE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman?  Ladies?  and  Gentlemen? 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  second  Annual  Report 
dealing  with  the  work  carried  out  by  your  Public  Health  Department 
during  the  year  1940. 

This  Report  has  been  produced  in  collaboration  with  your 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector?  Mr.H.R.Day.  The  Report  which  he  has 
formerly  submitted  separately  is  included  in  this  Report. 


Area  of  District  (in 

acres) 

• • • 

89,767 

Number  of  inhabited 

houses  (end  of 

1940) 

6,900 

Rateable  Value 

• • • 

• • • 

£156,656. 

Sum  represented  by  a 

penny  rate 

• • • 

£652. 14. 8d. 

GENERAL  CONDITIONS'. 

The  influx’  into  the  District  of  Evacuees,  Refugees?  and 
people  formerly  resident  in  Bristol,  has  caused  a certain  amount  of 
overcrowding,  but  nevertheless  the  social  conditions  are  generally 
good  and  unemployment  is  practically  nil. 

This  increased  population  has  brought  with  it  an  increase 
in  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases.  An  outbreak  of  Diphtheria 
in  one  Parish  resulted  from  a family  of  ’Carriers’  evacuated  to  that 
Parish?  which  spread  rapidly,  but  was  confined  to  that  Parish  and 
quickly  controlled. 

The  incidence  of  Scabies  has  caused  some  anxiety.  This 
is  a condition  foreign  to  this  District  in  peace  time.  Steps  are 
being  taken  to  establish  a Treatment  Centre  in  conjunction  with 
neighbouring  Authorities. 

Despite  increase  in  population  and  war  conditions  the 
general  health  of  the  District  has  been  good. 

EVACUATION . 

General  medical  treatment  of  Evacuees  has  been  carried 
out  by  the  Local  Practitioners.  A Sick  Bay  has  been  established 
staffed  entirely  by  Voluntary  Nurses  for  the  care  of  those  cases 
where  treatment  cannot  be  carried  out  in  the  home. 

One  or  two  houses  subject  to  Demolition  Orders  have  been 
requisitioned  and  put  into  a reasonable  state  of  repair  to  provide 
accommodation  for  families  which  were  otherwise  unbillet able* 


Other  premises  have  been  utilized  for  the  communal 
billeting  of  more  than  one  family. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA . 

* 

■ There  has  - been- no -change" in  the^general  provisions  for 

Nursing  in  the  Home?  Treatment  Centres?  Clinics?  and  Hospitals. 

' 

SANITARY  C IR CUM STANCES  OF  THE  AREA . 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

‘ 1 * There  is  a piped  supply  to  every  parish  within  the 
District.  * All  the  Undertakings  are  owned  by  the  District  Council 
with  the  exception  of  the  Scheme  for  Kewstoke?  which  parish  is  within 
the  water  supply  area  of  Weston-super-Mare.  There  are  no  large 
concentrations  of  premises  outside  the  area  of  supply  but  there  are 
certain  areas  with  scattered  premises  depending  upon  private  sources 
of  supply  (usually  good)  and  rainwater  supplies.  There  are  proposals 
for  certain  of  these  areas?  which  will  be  carried  into  effect  when 
it  is  practicable  to  do  so  at’  anything  approaching  a reasonable  cost. 

'Owing  to  influx  of  Evacuees,  Royal  Air  Force,  and 
Military  requirements  the  sources  of  supply  were  heavily  drawn  upon 
but  all  demands  made  during  the  year  were  met. 

The  water  was  controlled  by  monthly  bacteriological 
examination  made  at  the  Somerset  County.  Laboratory.  All  supplies 
have  been  excellent  in  quality;  and  quantity  during  the  year. 
Occasionally  analytical  samples' were  submitted  with  a view  to 
ascertaining  the  plumbo  solvency  of  certain  of  the  waters.  In  no 
case  was  lead  found  in  the  water.  Certain  waters  had  some  action  on 
lead  under  Laboratory  conditions  only. 

Extensions  and  protection  works  carried  out  or  completed 
during  the  year  were  as  follows :- 

South  Mendip  Supply.  Extension  of  6"  Gravitation  Main  of  213  yds. 
at  Long-  Wood,  Cheddar. 

Extension  of  2”  main  to  Yoxter 'Rifle  Range- of  2,589  yds. 

Berrow  and  B-pean  Supply.  Completion  of  50,000  gallon  Reservoir  at 
Brean. 

North  Mendip  Supply.  Extension  of  4"  main  of  1,047  yds.  at  Hutton 
Moor  Lane,  parish  of  Hutton. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

War  conditions  are  necessitating  the  deferring  of  Schemes 
of  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  V/orks  but  the  very  urgent  necessity 
of  such  Schemes  must  be  kept  in  mind  particularly  for  the  parishes 
of  Axbridge?  Congresbury?  and  Wedmore,"  and  the  reconstruction  of 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Wr'ington  is  also  essential. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

A decision  w as  reached  during  the  year  to  extend  the 
Scheme  of  Refuse  and  Salvage  Collection  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
Rural  District  during  the  coming  year.  A Scheme  has  been  prepared 
for  Salvage  and  Refuse  Collection  in  the  South  Mendip  District. 
Hitherto  the'  only  Refuse  Collection  in  this  District  has  been 
undertaken  by 'the  Parish  Councils  of  Axbridge?  Berrow,  Cheddar  and 
Wedmore?  acting  as  Agents  to  the  District  Council. 

SCAVENGING. 


Go-operation  with  the  Military  has  been  maintained  and 
Contracts  f or  Scavenging  have  been  entered  into  with  the  Military 
Authorities. 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK  DONE  DURING  THE  YEAR . 


Houses  and  premises  inspected  (apart  from  re-inspections)  767 
Total  inspections  (including  reinspections)  ...  1,455 
Complaints  investigated  ...  ...  H4 
Written  Notices  and  Letters  sent  ...  1,126 
Nuisances  from  the  keeping  of  Animals  abated  ...  3 
Nuisances  from  the  accumulation  of  Manure  abated  ...  28 
Sewers  and  Drains  - relaid  or  repaired  ...  45 
Drainage  of  new  premises  inspected  and  tested  ...  14 
New  Branch  Drains  laid  and  premises  connected  to  sewer  22 
Complaints  ;from  Overcrowding  dealt  with  . . . ‘ 5 
Premises  provided  with  Public  Water  Supply  ...  98 
Rooms,  Classrooms,  and  Domestic  Offices  disinfected  and 

disinfested  ...  ...  126 
Milk  Samples  taken  ...  ...  327 
Council  House  General  Maintenance  Repairs  ...  1,500 


PERIODICALLY  INSPECTED. 


Registered  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Mi Ik shops  (including 
Wholesale  Dairies)  ...  •-,; 

Private  Slaughterhouses  (All  slaughtering  carried  out  at 
Weston-super-Mare  Public  Abb at dir)  ' ... 

Bakehouses  -vn  v 1 . . . 

Factories  ' ...  --  - ■ ... 
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CAMPING  SITES. 


The  problem  relating  to  Camping'  continues  but  the 
character  has  changed.  Instead  of  holiday  camping  there  is  now 
occupation  of  caravans  etc.  by  persons'  from'  areas .damaged  by  enemy 
action.  Other  camping  or  sleeping  occurs  in  various 'buildings  not 
previously  used  for  human  habitation.  The  problem  is  one  which  is 
growing  and  which  must  continue  to  receive  firm  but  sympathetic 
control. 

SCHOOLS. 


The  increased  use  of  Schools-  oWing  to  the  District  being 
a Reception  Area  has  emphasized  the  need  of  improvement  in  the 
sanitary  conditions  of  certain  of  the  Schools.  It  has  been  found 
very  difficult  to  persuade  the  responsible  Authorities  of  the 
desirability  of  converting  from  conservancy  to  water  carriage  systems 
even  where  good  sewerage  is  available.  The  emergency  is  rendering 
it  more  difficult  than  ever  to  provide  the  labour  to  properly  main- 
tain the  conservancy  systems  and  gain  might  also  be  achieved  in 
this  regard  by  converting  certain  of  the  systems  to  water  carriage 
from  the  economic  as  well  as  from  the  public  health  point  of  view. 
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